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GRAYLANDS RECONFIGURATION AND FORENSIC TASKFORCE 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.04 am]: I rise to update members of the house on the work 
being undertaken by the Graylands Reconfiguration and Forensic Taskforce. The purpose of the task force is to 
oversee the planning and development of contemporary services to meet the needs of Western Australians living 
with a mental illness now and into the future. The Graylands site has a long history of providing mental health 
services in our state. The task force has proposed a concept to government that some high-quality mental health 
care should be retained at Graylands. This option was deemed the best for our mental health consumers and their 
carers and families, as well as the highly specialised workforce. The task force heard from the Office of the Chief 
Psychiatrist, the clinical advisory group and the lived experience advisory group that a portion of the Graylands 
site should be retained for mental health services. The concept will see a mental health presence on the northern 
part of the Graylands site housing contemporary forensic and rehabilitation facilities. The existing Frankland Centre 
at Graylands will be retained to deliver care to forensic mental health patients with a plan for its facilities to be 
updated, expanded and modernised. 
The Western Australian mental health, alcohol and other drug services plan 2015–2025 is the blueprint for future 
services and has been government policy since 2015. It specifies an option for expanding contemporary mental health 
forensic services on the Graylands site. The mental health system across WA continues to experience significant 
demand for services in hospitals, emergency departments and the community. High levels of mental health 
attendances and patients needing longer lengths of stay are all contributing to a high demand for acute mental 
health beds in hospitals. The task force plan and surrounding details are still being refined, but it is important that 
this update be conveyed to patients, their carers and families, staff and the local community. 
I thank the task force for its significant work to date. The reconfiguration of the state’s mental health system and 
the Graylands Hospital site is a long-term project that will not happen overnight. It is an incredibly important piece 
of work that will bring significant benefits to the Western Australian community. 
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